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the puri, usually going out only in groups to festivals. The first
wife of the same caste as the husband (padmi) enjoys a higher
status than a second wife (madewi), even though she may be
of high caste also. Then there are those with a considerably lower
status, the wives of low caste (penawing, slir), who are regarded
as legal concubines. The prince does not usually appear at his
wedding ceremony with a bride of low caste, and she is cere-
monially married to his kris or to a tree. The wives of a prince
live together in the puri and each has her own bale, placed ac-
cording to rank, where the prince visits them by turns. A low-
caste wife of a nobleman receives the title of d/'ero, and there are
special titles to establish the status of their children. The son of
a nobleman and a woman of lower class is of the caste of the
father unless there is a great difference between them.

A man is not morally bound to be faithful to his wife, but in-
fidelity on the part of the woman is a dreadful crime, punished
legally in old times with the death of the guilty couple, I was
told of the case of a man of the aristocracy of Badung who found
his wife in compromising circumstances with a man of his caste,
a relative besides. Out of his mind with rage, he clubbed them
to death, then sent for the pungawa to give himself up. Calmly
he asked for the alarm-drum not to be sounded, as is done in cases
of violence when a man temporarily loses his mind and runs
amuck. His wish was granted and he was led to jail. When the
trial came up, his crime was taken lightly by the noble judges and
he was given a short jail sentence. It is possible that in " civi-
lized " society he would have gone free.

Ordinarily in a case of adultery the husband simply " throws
his wife away " (mahitang). Divorce laws are simple and easy.
A man may claim divorce if his wife is sterile, quarrelsome, or
lazy, but a woman has also the right to divorce an impotent man,
or one who has some occult illness, is cruel to her, or fails to
support her, although many women support themselves and
there is no standard established as to what is non-support. A
woman who wants a divorce simply leaves her husband's home,